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THOSE LOOMIS GIRLS. !

Matthew Loomls was a persistent man, a
trait exemplified by his family. There was a !

Fuccesslon of six girls before the son and ;

heir, so essential to its dignity and fortune, j

was born. These preliminaries to parental j

pride and satisfaction realized, as soon as i

they could communicate with one another, !

fWORM)EAIRi!
.

- :
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THE Q. C.'S STORY.
I am not the loast Inclined to believe the

best of everybody. As It wa3 observed from
the bench not so very long ago, the circum-
stances of my profession do not tnd to the
fostering of very high Illusions, and on the
whole It 13 better policy to ascribe all the
vices to our fwllow-bUn- jr until their death,
when it Is safe to praise them. It has hap-
pened to me sometimes that I have been un-

der the necessity of defending a client
whose Innocence of the charge preferred
against him has not seemed very clear, but SaleGreat - Clearance
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is. with themselves. He wan a young man
of the times; ah, well, the times must
then tx? out of Joint.

Matthew Loomls, the father, had lon.i
since passed Into another sphere, there to
atone by n eternal contemplation of the
MalthuMan thecry. The gentle mother had
sank Into that state where every day Is
Saturday evening. The girls managed the
household and Uenjamln nmnaged the girls.
They and he shared everything In common,
that is. they held and he enjoyed. As he
told the boys at the club, he "looked after
th estat;."

He did, after Its Increase, and when he
had finished there was no need of any one
els? doing so, for there remained nothing
to see. Rut he satisfied the plrls. and whatmore could a brother do? Since they pro-
claimed him the flower of the famllv, he
would accommodate them so far as his at-
tributes permitted by complacently abstain-ing from all manner of tolling and rplnnin.

One day Elizabeth, the enthusiastic, came
to th? assemblage of her sisters In a great
excitement. The house across the way was
opened. The family had evidently returned.
Sh? had seen a grand, beautiful young lady
at the iarlor window. Could it be that that
little spitfire Kuth had been so transformed
by foreign travel?

"Nonsense." said Abigail, and a sibilant
echo arose from th four. "You do Imagine
such extraordinary things. Elizabeth. We
haven't changed; why should she? Likely
you saw her governess."

Poor. Elizabeth, shs thought of so many
arguments she could have advanced had she
dared. Rut suppose she deserted this com-
munity of thought, oh, whera would she be?
Wandering through a thicket with the glim-
mer of one poor light. Instead of the glow
of six. Oh, no, spinsterhood required sup-
port. "It must have beon the governess,"
she assented.

Rut the next morning Renjamln declared
the unfolding of the hated chrysalis. "I
made a call last evening." he confided to
them generally, as they witnessed the open-
ing of hi. eggs. "A most charming creature,
by Jove. My old friend. Ruth Atkins. I
was quite titken off my feet." fcucklly the
six were seated, else they might have fol-
lowed his example.

"Creature." snapped Abigail, "she was al-
ways that," and there was an attempt atcontemptuous laughter. Yet. how could one
laugh contemptuously when one was in-
clined to cry and to scratch? The Idea.
What right had that chit to gain form
and beauty? Was it not the height of Im-
pudence ami shamelessness to thus acquireforeign praces for the undoing of young
men? Thank God. the good old-fashion- ed

way yet suffices for them; nor were theywithout honor, either. Did not the voung
doctor still maintain his respectful admira-tion? There was comfort in this commonthought, which covered over, though itcould not deaden, their fiery rage againstRuth.

And the next. day they met her face toface, or-rath- er six faces, and such flintyones, against, ah, such a tender one. nunequal combat, yet the weaker force with-drew the fresher. Ruth smiled as she ap-
proached, and blushed a little. Her eyeswrre raised almost imploringly as shebowed. The six, in a serried column, glared,with glances as cold and expressionless as
bosses 'on a church window. Oh. the de-',-nt

of such a triumph. For once, sixdiscreet dresses were a trifle tight across
six exultant breasts. For once there wasa break in old-tim- e reminiscences. .

!We,.have ta'Jght her her place," criedAbigail. fj
VAnd Denjamln a lesson," responded thefive.
Ah, the confident bliss of Ignorance. Atthat moment Ruth's place was by theyoung doctor's side, rehearsing her en-

counter to their mutual amusement. Atthat moment Ilenjamln. at his club, wasasburing of the boys that he was a"gone coon," and about to do the great act,
an I to put his head In the noose. "So let'shave one more for a send-off- ." A pleasing
habit It Is to thus substitute flushed fancy
for sober fact: a pleasing habit, but a dan-gerous one, especially If the next day con-
tinues where the day before left oft.

It was nearlnu the dinner hour on the
following afternoon when Renjamln sought
his home; sought it, literally, although thewar was so familiar. Amid his mental
m.u'Jdle as to Identity and whereabouts his
Imagination dared continue upon. Ruth. Itpictured him as he should be and her as
she then would be. A tricky thing Is this
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the estate turned out to da her honor.
The horses were taken out of her carriage,
and she was drawn to thecatle In tri-
umph, amid cheers ard open exnrsslonn
of sympathy with herself, mingled with
muttered Imprecations on tne Karl. My in-

formant added that during the two miles'-processio-

Lady Atherley, quite overcome
by the display of feeling In her favor, sat
rigidly upright, with nervously clasped
hands, the tears streaming down her face,
though once or twice she tried to smile.

All this must have been a serious strain
upon her health. At the end of six months,
when the decision of the court was con-
firmed, she had an illness that threatened
her life, but In doubtful mercy spared It.

From another source I heard that all his
letters being unanswered, probably unread,
young Rolsragon went to sse her, and lm--

Clored her, not once, but many times, to
wife; so that when I read In the Ga-

zette of his exchange Into a regiment
abrJad I knew that he had realized at last
the futility of perseverance.

After this for a long time I heard no
more. It must have been a year later that I
received an Invitation to attend the wed-
ding of the Earl of Atherley, and, every-
thing returning with vivid distinctness to
my mind, an irresistible impulse urged me
to see another act In this drama of real
life. I had only been a few moments In the
church before I discerned a tragic element
quite unexpected by the gay assemblage
which rustled up the aisle and chatted
through the interval of waiting. ' There In
the gallery to my left, the center of a less
distinguished crowd, sat the Lady Ather-
ley.

No one else was conscious of her pres-
ence. It was only by chance I recognized
her, for the last year had worked cruel rav-
ages upon her beauty. Beauty It was still,
but of a type that, like Medusa's, might
turn the beholder Into stdne. Her face
would have been colorless but for the bluish
tint ehadowing her eyes and mouth, and
dark eyea that were stranffsly devoid of
light. Her hair was much whiter now, and
gave a waxen hue to her complexion. She
was evidently 111. How 111 I did not guess,
or, regardless of les convenances, I would
have left my place and . led her forcibly
away from too great a trial of her strength.
I said no One but myself knew she was
there. I must make one exception; the Earl
of Atherley knew. When he entered he
rapidly swept the church with a glance,
and I saw his face change as his guilty
fears were confirmed by the sight of her he
had injured.

tshD was a sufficiently conspicuous object
now, for the gallery had risen to witness
the entrance of the bride. J ady Atherley
alone was seated, her body bent forward,
and her chin resting on the dark oak rail-
ing. It added to the grewsomeness of his
situation that only her distraught, horror-stricke- n

tace was seen surrounded by so
.many standing figures. Life, movement and
human interest excited In every person pres-
ent, while on the forehead of this woman
was written living death.

My eye3 wandered to the bride. She was
pretty in a happy, mindless fashion, and ap-
parently well satisfied with the future she
r.ad secured. She did not interest me, and I
looked further to see a tiny train-beare- r.

some four or five years old, flushed and
smiling with an air of shy importance as
she trotted past. In an Instant it flashed
across my mind; this was the daughter of
Lord Atherley and his divorced wife. How
would the mother bear it? I wondered, but
dared not raise my eyes to Fee. More still
remained for her to endure. The same
service which had once been read for
her would be read again, even to the bitter
mockery of that sentence which surely now
has lost its meaning: "Those whom God
hath joined together let no man put asun-
der."

The bridal pair moved nearer to the altar.
The exhortation, "I require and charge you
both If either of you know any lm
pediment," was pronounced without elicit-
ing response, and no protest escaped the
pale, sad woman who?? position and per-
sonality were thus publicly denied. Nothing
unusual transpired until Lord Atherley de-
liberately spoke the words, "I will," then a
low, shuddering moan echoed through the
church, which must have told to one other,
as It told to me, the truth. There was a re-
nunciation In It renunciation of love, faith,
honor and of life.

When I looked up the white, set face had
disappeared from view and a crowd had
collected where It was before. It was only
a momentary Interruption to the marriage
service. Few, if any, besides the Earl and
myself, were certain to what it had been
due. Some one near. me whispered, "A wom-
an fainted," but I knew better. It was death
I had seen In 'her face only a minute or so
ago, and. If any doubt were In my mind,
the continued disturbance In the left gallery
would have destroyed it. A mere fainting
fit would not have disturbed the atten-
tion of so many from such a fashionable
wedding.

In the body of the church all went on as
before. The service .ended, there was nn
adjournment to the vestry, and presently
the bride and bridegroom came out together

he pallid and conscience-stricke- n, but look-
ing neither to the right nor to the left; she
as palpably uneasy. There was no happy
confidence In her expression; and, though
she was trembling violently, she did not
cling closer to her husband for support, and
yet did not shrink away. It was evident
she had not taken this step blindfold, but
knew all and weighed all, believing the bal-
ance to be in her own favor; therefore, I
wasted no pity on her case.

Looking upward once again, I saw that
the galleries were clearing, and where there
hal been a crowd were only empty benches
and blank space. Wa.s the dead woman
lying ther? alone or were they carrying her
to a physician or some hospital in the vain
hope that science still might save her? A
sudden horrible yet unformed fear caused
me to escape through the vestry and hurry
to the front, arriving Just in time to see a
stretcher borne by two men on the very
threshold of the door that led to the gal-
lery.

"Stand back." I shouted wildly, and there
was an evident attempt to carry out my or-
der, but the surging crowd behind pushed
on, and after a momentary resistance, an
uncertain swaying to and fro, the body of
the late Lady Atherley was born out into
the porch at the same moment that he
emerged with his new wife cn his arm.

So for a few paces, while everybody stared
aghast and powerles.s to interfere, the living
and the dead moved on together, while the
little child, unconscious of her loss, cam? on
with her soft load of gleaming silk, and was
still smiling.
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that they were incidents and net events.
Each one seemed to acquire an apologetic
expression under the very molding of the
nurso's fingers. This sense of insignificance
was so apparent that the clergyman at the
Beveral christenings always hesitated, as If
doubting the application of fo sacred a rite,
and once asked, for the child's number In-

stead of It3 name.
Wbn Lenjamin, as Matthew Loomls

rather pointedly called his son, was confided
to their joint care "the girls." from W-ln- r

vassals, became slaves. Perhaps, though,
on account of their willingness, they should
b termed pr'eatessc-- to the Lares and
Pcr.ates which the lad represented. They
never suffered the sacred fires of his Im-
portance to dwindle until he grew? old
enough to take charge of himself, and then,
of course, the flames were augmented.

Th Lrrmii s'sters were, inJeel good
piri- -. though not one of them ever had the
far to quite "llanlsomc Is what hand-som- e

does." Abigail, tha eldest, set the
pace; the others followed like Indian war-
riors In her very traces. They were thu3 a
corrective to her, as she was an emulation
to them. It was a rr.oml game 0f f0tjow
your master." E:eh sister put on her elder's
excellencies a she did her cast-of- f clothing.
.And there was an abundance of this latter
In the household, for ths girls grew like
we'-d- s that 13, like stringy weed. Their
good mother was always boast in jr of the
day whn they would begin "to Ml out."
.Alas when the final stature was reached,
Nature had exhausted her material.And so, when thy were young" ladi". thatIs. whn Judith, the yourgc-st- , had reached
the a' where the otherB awaits her. thefamily page was as replete with exclama-tion points as a sketch by a dialect writer.However 'the girls were as single In pu-
rine as hy were in dstlnv. That purpose
was IJenjamin: and. like themselves, thatPurpos waj very plain. Although this was
In accordance with the laws of con-cm-ruinlt-

they resolve 1 th;t imagination
fihouM wipe away that touch of nature
which mad? them kin.They each remembered their first collective
Sv !of tne cnlII as an unrelated nightmare.
The boy was undoubtedly cross-eye- d and hishair was literary in quality that is. well
red. One gasp of consternation and Vien
bad followed the resolution aforesaid; by
faith to make him whole. Once onlv was
there a lapsy for them, although ISenJamin,
of course, was cuddled In six. Poor Han-
nah, one of the intermediaries over whoseIdentity every one. including herself, stum-We- d,

achieved disgrace and remorse throughan unheeding enthulasm."Oh. th sweet little tootsev-wootsev- ,"

she had cried, "I'm sure I caurht his eye""Eyes! Sarah. Elizabeth. Judith. Rachel.Hannah. I mean." exclaimed Abigail se-verely, and the reproof became a mentalfdn mark to the five.
Po tender did they grow In this regardthat one day Elizabeth spoke of the siadof the pressed brick house building aTosithe way as "golden." and they all con-

gratulated her on the felicity of the trro.Alas! that golden tinge was desMm-- d soonto become Jaundice to the girls. One after-noon, when they wore starting out for astroll, they were severally shocked intoe ongated vibrations by hoe ring the tauntingcry of "friraffes." and by seeing a rude lit-tle girl on the opposite porch, with point-ing finger and protruding tongue. A prettyId tie girl. too. with eyes dancing moreblithely than her tiny feet, nnd hair thatthe breeze wove a glory around her head.
IT that child were mine." said Rachel,conspicuous in the flock of blunt speech. "Iwould shake her." And the others, whilethey deplored the condition, applauded itsconclusion; indeed, on the following davthey would have moved Jointly to Its conclu-sion, had they not been too moved to do soFor there were two taunting voices, twofingers and tongues of scorn, two forms thatdanced, and one, alas. 3.1 cwkwardlv thataffectation could not be so blind as to failto recognize.

"It's Ilenjamln!" sighed the five.
lienjaminl" repeated Abigail with amoan. "Iehabod. rather, for our glory hasdeparted."

truly Ruth Atkins, for this was thelittle girl's name, acquired without seekingan influence over Ren.lamin which the girls
could never find. Doubtless it sprang fromcontrast, for he learned that with her his
will was valueless except as an alternative.Ruth barely endure! him, but this endur-ance was his delight. His sisters found thatneither cajolery nor menace could affect hisInfatuation, so they stored it away with hiseye and his hair. It became 'their thorn inthe flesh, and the former was as rel asthe latter was lacking.

There, too. it remained, though Ruth her-Fe- lf

came to their aid for its outpluckln-r- .
One day Renjamin lay on the floor of theparlor, kicking ami screaming, while the sixPtood around, each one exemplifying' alikeJ atience and the monument. Then before.he window flashed an Indignant little form."You horrid boy," cried Uuth, "to treatyour sisters so. I never want to speak toyou a?ain. so there. If they are giraffes,you are a hyena, and a cross-eye- d one, too."i'Ul in vain. The hyena became but an-
other count In the indictment against Uuth.and the stoutest proof under it was thatRenjamins partiality wan not modified by
It. save as plants are forced bv a ferventheat. The lad had ample chance to inflicthis companionship. He believed with the
old song that there was no place like home.
e:ec!a.l!.v since that home was across thestreet from Ruth's. Resides, he had no
distraction. He was not liked by the lyscf his aire. How could he bo? They were
accustomed to give nnd take; he was taught
only to receive. He was persistent, and
Ruth good-ftature- d. And so they contin-
ued playfellows. Just as indifference nnd
adoration often mate. And the six up-
raised twelve sparulate palms In abhor-
rence.

There was another cause, not reason, for
the sisters' dl3like of the little girl. It was
not to be sup-mse- d that because they were
pelf-Immolat-

ed on the altar of devotion sen-
timent might not penetrate where love was
repelled. Indeed, they shared a soft passion,
the softer and hence the more agreeable
because unknown and unsuspected beyond
the ideal virgin bosom in which they each
had a one-sixt- h interest. There was theyoung doctor around the corner, the
cvnosure of their dreams, the Floeplntc
Kndymlon gazed upon by a half dozen
I lanas Dianas, alas! each without a beau.
I'oor young man. to pursue the dull routine
of his profession In Ignorance) of such a
Ptore of bliss near by; as the husbandman

oh. Improbable phrase may drive the tar-d- v
plow over rock-tmbedd- ed gold. And yet

th; girls argued there was meaning In his
bow. and his very glance seemed to speak.
(Terhaps It cried. "Lord,. how long," for the
mute prayers of friends for deliverance are
sometimes personal In their application.)

"lVrhaps." as Judith, who was poetical,
once breathed In "perhaps hecan't determine which iosy to pluck." Ter-haps. on the other hand, had he considered,
he would have Judged the "posy" to be an
old-fashion- ed and withered flower. Rut sen-
timent h;u no business with probabilities:
they concern its enemy sense. The girls
Tere well content to nourish this l!ino-tn- t
fame, until Rachel, the blunt spoken,
causol It to assume a forked tonsrue.

"Oh. girls!" she cried one day, "what do
you think? Our young doctor takes thatlittle minx across the way driving with
him. and actually lets her hold the reins.

Then hatred welled the common heart and
flashed from the collective eye. "Insatiate
archer, could not one suffice T' Jealousy
can twist the hands of the clock In any di-

rection, give Infancy the arts of maturity
and bedeck age wdth the charms of youth.
It can. and it did. Twice wounded, the six
vowed that never would they forgive their
tjni'isrectlng nd guileless antagonist.

Then came change and decay. Change for
Ruth, an 1 well, it were ungall uit to com-
ment on the javaces of time. Mr. Atkins.
Ilu Mi's father, had business abroad, and
took his family with him. The "golden"
house was closed, and the little mink across
the wav disappeared from view for many a
yenr. From view, but not from mind, for
lw six now lived in remlnlscer.ee. As they
themselves did not change. so the young
doctor rem lined the yours- - doctor. Renja-rtrl- n.

In Indulgerce, at least, the Httl lid,
nn 1 Kith, that ehit of the pointer i'n-.v- r

and protruding tor.true. Rrjch day they d!s-cus- cd

her. and they never added a" bm
t v dress, and never, never did up her
h.'lr.

Consf.irit Inspection of an undeniable ir.ua-tac'- ne

at length caused "the girls" to jump
Henj iinln from ten ye.irs to twentv, la
which niche he was sura to remain for the
rest of his life. He was too alive to his
o.vn dignity for them not to vi-1- 1 In thisrept- - An occasional oath drove from him
thr delusions which could idlv enwrap
ti e young doctor and Ruth alike distant.
Renjindn had put on manly thtv.gs in an
unmanly way. The girl? could ct:.id'- - him,
but only on his own term, cash down. He
viewei himself with the eyes of f.tlth. and
thus wu "the substance of thfngn hoped
tor."

'la reality he was puny an I meager, with
a- - oicycjcr s emeu, but witnout the com.
por3utIn muscle. He made no mistake
about Ruth's age and appearan-e- . 'he

wculd b? altogether adorable and r..

The mistake he ild mak was thinking
th.it uch jxTft-ctlo- n could le for him.
Rut then he plumed himself on being a

oung man of the times, and oi;ng men
?f the times are satisfied with nothing taut

nevertheless hava I been called upon to
act so contrarlly to my convictions as in
the case of "Atherley vs. Atherley 'and
Dolsragon;" when I wa3 retained as coun-
sel for prcspcution.

Lord Atherley I had long known by rep-
utation as a selfish roue, and the closer
acquaintance Into which this business
forced me had not the effect of raising
him in my estimation. He had a very
disagreeable expression about his flat Hps,
which denoted cruelty and sensuality, two
qualities which so often, go together. His
conversation was so tinged by that French
school of thought which cannot fall to be
obnoxious to the more healthy minded Brit-
isher. When he spoke, of his wife it was
with a determined malice I had naturally
supposed to be justified to some
extent; but now that I saw them confronted
with each other I had no hesitation in de-

ciding who was sinned against and w:ho
was the" sinner. The Earl, for all his six
fjet of height and dignity of carriage,
looked like a whipped cur when, once bis
wife's gaze fell reproachfully upon him,
and when she, at her own request, stood
up and declared her innocence In a few
words that for the moment Impressed the
whole court wdth a sense of their truth.
I could only think of Marie Antoinette In
the tumbril, with the ribald crowd from
I'aris thronging round to mock her misery,
and a .Queen still, although uncrowned.

While still a strikingly beautiful woman,
Lady Atherley was no longer very young.
She might have been thlrty-flv- e, but the
full lines of her well-forme- d figure Inclined
one to credit her with ten years more. Her
plain stun: gown had no relief but a white
kerchief knotted loosely around her throat,
which, combined with her dark hair, just
lightly silvered on the temples and thrown-bac- k

over a cushion, may have suggested
the French Quesn to my mind, and no roy-
alist in the time of the revolution could
have been more utterly friendless than she.
Secure in her own unassailable position,
she had never attempted to conciliate so-
ciety nor please it. and naturally very proud
and self-containe- d, it is questionable wheth-
er even nww, in the hours cf her degrada-
tion, sh regretted the line of conduct she
hud taken.

In the gallery were womon who, a few
months apo, would have been flattered by
an invitation to her house, but who now'
Joined In her condemnation, smiling mean-
ingly behind their muffa when youn Rols-rafs'o- n,

of the Guards, was called into the
witness-bo- x. Such a nice-looki- ng lad, with
honest blue eyes and rough, fair hair, of
rather more than regulation length. Ruthis visible reluctance to say anything that
could be prejudicial to Lady Atherley. or
even hurt her pride, was regarded as frenh
evidence against h;r. No doubt he loved
her with that unreasoning yet not alto-
gether Inexplicable passion which a young
iri&.ri sometimes conceives for a woman old
enough to be his mother, but so far as such
fexllngs can be guiltless. I would haveguaranteed that his merited no censure.
The reverence of his attitude toward Lady
Atherley was apparent, ytt did not seem to
touch her in the least. When she glanced
his way It was with cold distaste, as though
blaming him for the Indignity of her pres-
ent position.

Rut warmly as my sympathies were en
listed In the cause that was not mine. I hada duty to perform, and must not shirk it.
Soon I saw that I was destined to succeed
agairi3t my will. My moderation only helped
to injure Lady Atherly. being taken as a
sign that I had no doubt as to the issue of
the trial, and. Indeed, It eeemed impossible
that she could break through the netvork
of circumstantial evidence which inclosed
her. Every fact was dead against her. No
woman whose Ignorance of evil was not
phenomenal in its nature would have done
even one of the Imprudent things alleged
by the prosecution and not denied. Seldom
do I remain In court after my own part
in the case is finished, but In this instance I
stayed on, wondering if. In spite of all thathad apparently been proved, twelve men
with presumably some knowledge of human
nature, could read Ignoble guilt in Lady
Atherly s refined features and associate
shame with her proud bearing. When theJury re-enter- ed, after forty minutes' ab-
sence, and gave the verdict against her.
there came over me a feeling that it would
be an outrage to look upon her face, and I
beat a hasty retreat, indignant that once
again in my experience might had pre-
vailed against the right.

Outside, two or three matters combined to
detain me, and I was still standing in thepassage when Lady Atherly came by alone.
She stopped at the sight of me. I thought
afterward she had remembered me as con-
nected with the trial, but for the moment
had forgotten the adverse part that I had
taken. She looked dazed and helpless, even
pathetically so, considering her magnificent
physique.

"What does it mean? Is the case abso-
lutely decided? Is there no appeal?" sne
asked me in an agitated whisper; and while
mindful of the fact that I was not the per-
son she should have consulted on the mat-
ter, I felt constrained to say, with formalcourtesy, that nothing Intervening, the de-
cree nisi would be pronounced in six
months' time.

"And my husband will be free to marry
another woman?" hoarsely.

I bowed asrent. Words seemed so brutal:
and, after all, what ned was tljere of
words? She could not well be unaware of
the conditions of divorce. It was only
their application to herself that had be-
wildered and nearly maddened her. Her
face wa3 drawn in agony, and presently
from her lips there burst a tortured cry:

"And I? What shall I be then?"
"You you can take any name you

choose," awkwardly.
"And have the right to none? Oh, my

God! to think that it should be so! That I
could stand up in court, before all those
people, to declare the truth, and not be
credit 4- - What a terrible use I have made
of my life if now, at middle are, not one
man nor woman no one who has known
me wdll come forward and say, '1 will not
believe this woman guilty of such a hein-
ous sin!' "

The hoarseness had worn off with speech.
Her voice rang out like a challenge which,
lost to all sense of procedure or rule, I
immediately took up.

"Do not think that, Lady Atherley, I beg.
There must be many who believe In you.
since even I, a stranger, whose business it
was to prove your husband's case, never
thought you guilty."

"Yet you spoke against me."
"I was engaged to do so." v

She looked at me, surprise struggling
with contempt In her eloquent dark eyes.

"I am very sorry for you," she said pres-
ently, in altered tones that at once threw
a new and not very pleasant light uion my
conduct: and then, drawing her long cloak
around her with a shiver, she passed cn.

1 don't think I actually regretted the ed

candor into which sympathy had
forced me. If any cold comfort could be
derived from the fact that a hard-heart- e l
old lawyer had for once forgotten legal
prudence In his anger at a gross Injustice,
I did not grudge it to her; and I forgave
her that lnovluntary expressive glance,
though it was long before the bitterness
of It passed from my recollection. My
own feelings would have prompted me to
decline further responsibility in the case,
only that I hoped to be of use to I.ady
Atherley by outwardly maintaining- smooth
relations with her husband p hope that
was, however, doomed to disappointment.
When a passionate appeal for the io.-se.s-io-

of her child came into my hams a few
days later 1 solicited a personal Interview
with the Karl to urge her claims, but saw
at once that nothing would alter his de-
cision. It was like beating one's brains
against a rock. His features remained im-
passive during all my representations, un-
til, in desperation, I placed his wife's letter
before him. Then it darkened wrathfully.

"She Is all the world to me. 1 will not
live without her," wrote the frenzied wom-
an. "Lord Atherley has no affection for
her. She cannot inherit any of his prop-
erty, nor will she need any of his niomy
if she cimes to me. My own fortune Is
sufficient for us both."

Lord Atherlev must have read at least
this much of the letter before he refolded
It with deliberate care and returned It to
me.

"We will not discuss the matter further,"
he remarked coldly. "The law does not
consider It desirable that a child speluliy
a female child should b? exposed to thedanger of contamination by the guilty
mother, and I see no reason why I should
be more lenl:nt than the law."

1 noe woni?", on iucn lie nail MM a
sneering emphasis, conveyer! to me the im-
pression that Iady Atherley's unpardon-
able offense was that she had not borne
him nn heir to his great estates. The
knowledge that he bad irretrievably ruined
her life only added bitterness to his rancor;
it would never soften his heart toward her.
She was nothing to him now but an uncom-
fortable recollection, and to be thrust aside,
if possible, outlived, ,

For the time the matter drooped, and I
only heard at intervals of Lady Atherley.
A friend who knew her well and. saw that I
was Interested in her wrote me a long ac-
count of how, when she went to theircountry home to collect a few things thatwere undisputably her own. there was n
popular demonstration, and the tenants of

Rugs, $2.

mush to send a girl to college as it does to
have her at home and keep her dressed up
the way we do you.

Father and Son.
Judge.

Old Groogs (pounding the table) If you
ever want to amount to anything take that
butter-dis- h out of you eye and drop that
club you are carrying upside down.

Young Groogs (to himself) Oh, gwacious!
that I should evah have to Inhewtt a
Tawtune fwom such a fawther as this!

A Burglar Alarm.
Good News.

Little Dot Would it be wrong to pre-
tend something that wasn't so If you was
In danger?

Mamma I presume not. Why?
Little Dot I was thinkin that if a bur-

glar should break in at night I'd scwatch
on the bed poet, so he'd think there waa
a awful cross mouse in the room.

II 1m Favorite Animal.
Good News.

Sunday School Teacher Do you Jove ani-
mals?

Boy Yes' m.
"That's right; I'm glad you do. What

animals do you like best?"
"Fnakes."
"Goodness! Why do you like snakes?"
" 'Cause it ain't wicked to kill 'era."

Sort of a Mugwump.
Judge.

Mr. Hardtack So you want a Job, eh?
Are you a temperate man?

Mose Lincum Well, sah. I'se kind ob a
mugwump on de liquor question.

Mr. Hardtack What do you mean?
Mose Lincum Well, sah, my principles

Is total abstinence total abstinence, sah;
but I take a drink when I feels Jlke It

J1ITS OF FASIIIOX.

Some bodices have two basques like frtis.
one longer than tha other. The under cne
is generally of a different material, as black
moire, if the dress be of a colored material.

Oversklrts come" slowly but surely to the
fore, and the long styles are about equally
popular with the pointed apron or tunic
shapes. There is no particular enthusiasm,
however, over the fashion In any of its
guises.

Embroidery done by intricate machine
processes, but having all the fine, dainty
effect of hand work, is to be this year more
than ever favored, as it can be so con-
stantly utilized on both bodices and skirts
of new gowns.

Chargeable mohairs will be much used for
traveling costumes this season. Blue and
gold, gray ehot with rose or green Inter-
woven with tan color mak good semi --dark
surfaces for these durable fabrics, that shed
dust and do not rub off the least in color.

Sashes of every width and color are "in"
once oaln, and a Directoire sash of soft
watered silk, satin or faille accompanies
very many of the black, gray or violet
costumes to be worn during the lenten sea-
son. The sash appears as well upon gay
toilets that are to appear immediately after
Easter.

The combination of two material in the
costume will still continue In favor for the
spriner and summer. The reviving panels
and Directoire skirt-fron- ts demand this. A
second material will also be retained for
revers. vests, sleeves, bretelle. etc., but
this will not alter the number of yards of
dress fabric; as all of these accessories are
extra. The fundamental design of the cos-
tume will remain the same, and still aver-
age seven or eight yards of double-widt- h

dress fabric.
In the list of summer fabrics are striped

nnd flowered dimities, printed batit?s, fig-
ured lawns and muslins, linen rhvlots. Ox-
ford suitings, linen djeks ritvl drills. Galatea
cloths, fancy organ lies, French zephyrs,
Hindu cloth, silk-we- ft gingh.-ms- br.Wi
orepons. striped and check-- barges, and
basket-wove- n grenadines, with silk r satin'
stripes in lovely colors of cameo pink, ciel
blue, Spanish prolden gre?n. etc.,
nnd In darker shades of sage green, tan,
damask rose, golden brown and black.

The stylish woman of to-l- ay is a walking
encyclopedia of historic sug-erio- ns. The
latest addition to her store of Henri II
capes, Anne of Austria collars, Marie Stu-
art bonnets. Josephine bodices, etc., is the
Louis XIII coat which differs from all the
other Louis models in that its long basque
i3 cut away very much in front, shewing
the softly folded serp?ntlne vest of clinging
silk or crepon, or ample glove-flttln- ? waist-
coat of Marie Antoinette brocade, with its
stock cellar, neck frill of rare lace, and
row of costly buttons. This is, of course,
a coat requiring not only special accom-
paniments In dress, special occasions for its
wear, but likewise special s.

Nerve strain can be greatly lessened by a
sandwich or a glass of milk when one feels

ia little done up or even when you feel idle
land disinclined to apply to household dutle

same imagination, and never so insidious
as when it masquerades as reason.

Renjamln had absorbed too much and
was too much absorbed to heed such sub-
lunary trifles as distant shouts, which kept
galnins In Intensity. He saw Ruth sitting
on the porch. Surely she, too, saw him
and was motioning to him. Ah, what had
he told the boys, and what but now had
been his reassurances? He would cross
over why, she herself was rushing toward
him with arms extended. What a man he
was. of what presence, of what charm.
The shouts had increased into screams, de-
manding attention. The pavement rum-
bled and sent forth sharp, menacing clicks.

At length lUnJamln did look around and
away fled fickle imagination, leaving him
surrounded by fright and panic and deadly
peril. A runaway team, dragging a heavy
dray, that swayed and tossed from side to
side as if lightar than pasteboard, was al-
most upon him. Renjamln turned and
slipped nnd fell. As he did so he. too.
screamed a howld sound, the keynote of
his jiuul. A repulsive object he certainly
was Ux any fair young votary of love; yet
delicate hands s?ized him, a beautiful form
bent and strained and dragged him to one
side, just in-tim-

Benjamin, gasping and giddy, lay prone in
the dust. It was comfortable there, since
one knew that one could not fall any lower,
and when trees and houses nnd sky were
b:having In such an extraordinarily unnat-
ural fashion, such a comfort was no trifle.
He knew, moreover, that it was Ruth who
stood beside htm. and he reached out his
handand grasped her dress and pressed its
hem to his lips. The girl tore from his
clutches and fled Into the house. Out from

.the Jxwmls homestead poured the devoted
six. They bore the stricken man within,
weeping over him as often as they had
wept over a naughty schoolboy with dirty
face, and tenderly ministering to him.

And when Renjamln was fast asleep in his
bed. and the girls had settled Into six accus-
tomed chairs, five Inquisitive noses and five
expectant chins were turned toward Abi-
gail. She spoke, and her words were like
the clip of the shears of Atropos.

"Dear Uuth," she said. "I always did love
her. How nice It Is that she has grown up
under our united eyes. I may say that our
Joint hand has formed her. Glrh, we do not
lose a brother; we gain a sister."

At this original remirk there was a penta-
chord of sighs. r.nd then tbe six shared an
umlterable belief

"We must po to her at once with our con-
gratulations," continued Abigail.

"Shall we wear the moire?" asked Eliza-
beth, timidly.

"Certainly, out of respect to the head of
the house."

The girls, stiff wdth proportional shares of
that moire antique whose wholesale p"r-cha- se

had been one. of the acts of their la-
mented father and a viaticum to his de-
parture, stalked across the street in order
of age that Is, In an actual line. The even-
ing was balmy, and the parlor windows
opening on the porch were thrown apart.

"We mustn't stand on ceremony with
relatives," said Abigail, and one by one
they passed Into the room like camels
through a needle's eye. The Interior was
dark; yet from the conservatory in the rear
there came glimmer, nnd thither they
made their way. Hefore the broad arched
entrance they paused and reformed their
line with the precision of veterans. Then,
forward. Thrcugh the clustering palms ap-
peared a glimpse of white.

"Ves. there was the sweet child musing
doubtfully on the bllssfulness of her lot.
Twelve arms were elongated to fullest ex-
tent, six tongues lisped 'Dear sist ,' and
then clove with horror in the roofs of rix
individual mouths. For as Ruth rose to re-
ceive h:r guests the young doctor rose also,
nor did he deem It unbecoming to retain
his enthralling embrace.

"Hussy." hised Abigail.
"Well. I n?ver." exclaimed the five. And

with vehement gyrations they swept back
and away, and if any dust of that nous?
clung to their feet It was not from lack
of vigorous shaking.

After this It was generally remarked that
the Loomls girls legnn to show their age,
for ideality. liki all other cosmetics, is only
successful-throug- h constant use.

As for Rcmjamin. when the news was
broken to him he became quite tremulous
of hand and pallid of Up. Rut later in
the day at the club he regained his equa-
nimity and loasted that, however sweet
the sonir of the idrans. there was no rem-
edy so effective as stuffing one's ears.

Hartford Times.

Appropriate to the Ocean Ion.
P.oston Treveller.

A collection was lifted In a Roston Sun-
day school last Sunday for a foreign mis-
sion, and the pupils of cne class v-r- e asked
each to rept-.i- t a verso from the RIble ap- -'
proprlate to the occasion. The first boy
sr. 11:

"It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive."

"Uoodr cried nil.
And then they went on: "The Ijord loveth

a cheerful giver." "He that Iveth to the
poor lendeth to the Lord." and so on.

One hoy staggered the teacher a bit by
quoting: "The spirit Is willing, bit the
flesh Is weak," but a certain amount of ap-
propriateness was recognized.

"(Jive the devil his due" lengthened some
faces when the next loy blurted it out. b-.i- t

the climax was reached and the d itlons
ended when another boy shouted: "A fool
and his money are toon parted."

Zveeplnsr Lent.
Hartford Courant.

Visitor I'm going to keep Lent in a really
spiritual way. I'm going to do all the dis-
agreeable things I've neglected to do. I'm
out this morning paying calls.

Hostess And I too have made a similar
resolution, so that this morning I aiu re-
ceiving calls. .

Curtain.

in the State.

RAILWAY TI3IE-TAIILE- S.

t 9 Indianapolis Union Station.
n i 1 1 i i

ennsulvaniaLines.l
Trains Run by Central Time.

TlCJlKI Orrxcxf nt FUtlon and at corner Illinois a4
Washington Kirveta.

1X4 1 NO KCN AS FOLLOW:
Dlly. t Daily, except Sunday.

From Ikdunapuu to Lkate ABftTTB
Colutubu. aua iuiusrillo X3j an Ji.oO pn
PixiuUelpuia and Stw Yurk ... 4.0 atn 10.14 pta
liaitluiwre ui tuJitiiglou . A.tU am
IiijttuaiidaprinKueia 4.oata ilO.li put
Alaruuevilloaal Viucoaues.... 7.4S am a.oj pia
HlcinuoiulitutlCJluiiitJU, O.... t3.00ui 13.20 put
MaUiMa AiilLtoalvUi.. ....... 1.Ui an 15.50 piu
Lugauiport aud UJilcajro.. ...... 11.5 uia ;:.ot pia
lJayionftu.il Coluiutus..........all.5aia :.O0 am
L)Mjr ton and Hprinsaeld J.OO piu 12.15 pia
Columuua. luL. itnd LouisviUo. :i pin 11.15 am
Phlladeipniaand Nw Vorfc.... J.OO ptn 12.4 pra
Baltimore and Washington J.OJjna 12.4S pia
KnlffuUtownand Ilictimond... U.lHJ poi (H.50au
Coliuubua, Indian I Lnnirm. 'l.o i p a "10 li am
IsorUi Veruon and MadUou.. ta.od pui 110.16 am
MartlnTlUeanl Vluceunct... ti.'H) p u 1 10.43 a:u
llttaburg and KaU.. 5.10 pro. 11.40 am
l'ayt'-.iiaudXenla-

. 5.10 p:n 11.10 am
Lugaueport aud cntcago " 11.20 piu 3.2i am

VANDALIA LINE.
Dally. fDaliy except Sunday.

From Indianapolis Leave. Arrive.
St. Louis Accommodation f7::-Oa- t7:40 pm
SL Iiouis Fat Lln Ml:.rOam Soopm
Trains 21 and 20 12:55 pm 2:5o pm
Terre Itiint Accommodation, tlroopru flOOOam
Kvansville Express Ml:2o pro. am
fct. Louis Express 11:20 pm 4:40an

Train connect at Terre Haute for E. & T. Itpoints. Kransrlllfl sleeper on intent train.
Mecplnp and parlor cars are ruu uu through trains.

Dining cars on Trains 20 and 21.

Best Line to Cincinnati.
For any information call al City

Ticket otflc ctrnt-- r Illinois street
and Kentucky avenue.
Trains arrive and depart frosi

Union fetation as follows:
Ieave. Arrive.

Cincinnati Extrs.' y.40am H)am
Mn . Tollrt and Detroit ;:" am 10:.V"pm

dm, Dajtonaud Detroit 1 10.50 am t?.40 pm
Cin. Vestibule Limited. 3:03 pm ll.&oaiu
Cm Toledo and Detroit.... HVrwpui 'j::o aa

Dally, t Daily, except Sunday.

T?TTY "iTJT? Excursions and lndlvldnal tirk.
U IvwX Hi. ts. Ocean tickets by all lln a.

'lourUI Garett free. H. UAZK fc SONS, lid
Broadway. Jf. Y. (Est, 1844.) Official Ticket Agi-nt-

for Chief Trunk Line.

The
Is what you aro after,
and, bearing in mind

tho adago that "the
early bird gets tho

worm," 3Tou should
make your announce-

ments NOW. Adver-

tise what you have for

sale and customers will

come. There is no

doubt about it!

Gives every business man a

chanco to reach the buying,
payino ruBLio. Advertise aud
cot early results.

tween the two temples at PauJ, about a
mile apart. The system !s said to have
been in operation at Pauj for over 2.000
years. v

The title and position of cardinal is the
highest diffnity in the Roman Catholic
Church next to the Pope. Cardinals are di-
vided into three classes, six cardinal .bish-
ops, lifty cardinal priests and fourteen car-
dinal deacons.

The oldest mathematical book in the world
is called the "Papyrus Uhind." It is in
manuscript, of course, and was written by
one Ahmes. an Egyptian, who lived in the
year 20U0 U. C. The book is now in the
British Museum.

liy the force of a wave at Bishop's Rock
lighthouse the bell was torn from its fast-
enings, although situated one hundred feet
above high water mark. At Unst, in the
Shetland islands, a door was burst in at a
height of 195 feet above the level of the sea.

An expert tells the people of Ohio that
the coal supply of the State is good for a
thousand years yet, even if the rate of
consumption be mere than twics that of
the present time. His computation is based
on the known coal fields, and he seems
to imply that there are others yet to be
discovered.

The cities of Worsley and St. Helens, in
north England, sixteen miles apart, are con-
nected by the most wonderful canal in the
world. A tunnel has been cut through the
vein of coal .which underlies Iancashire,
and this is rtlled with water from the drain-
age trenches, in which the water is con-
stantly five feet deep.

Ill MOU OF TliK DAY.

Ilenunn Enough.
New York Weekly.

Friend Why did you refuse that hand-
some young widower?

Miss Mainchanee He hasn't any relatives
that I can send his children to.

Gnaranteed.
Once a Week.

Mrs. Worrit Oh, doctor, Is it really true
that there are many people buried alive?

Dr. Graves None of my patients ever
were.

American Winter.
Good News.

Teacher When does the winter season
besln ?

Observlns Boy It generally begins about
spring.

"Watted Too LongT.
New York Weekly.

Polite Gentleman (In street car) Take my
seat, madam.

Lady Never mind, thank you. I get out
here, too

A Woiunn'M View.
Boston Transcript.

He (warmly) You can't make men honest
and virtuous by acts of Congress and Leg-
islature.

She (artlessly) It does seem like an Im-
possibility.

Not Posted Beforehand.
Detroit Tribune.

Willie Are you sure the baby came from
heaven.

Mamma Certainly. Do you doubt it?
Willie I guess he didn't know we had

moved into a Hat
A Drendfiil Overnight.

Insurance Economist
Mrs. Watts How is your new girl?
Mrs. Potts Oh. she's a perfect heathen.

I left her to straighten tilings up before
the minister called, and she never even
dusted off the Bible.

Hln Limitation.
Judge.

Mrs. Gramercy Your husband is a won-
derful man in many ways. Nothing seems
to escape him. -

Mrs. l'ark That's so. my dear. He seems
to observe everything but Lent

A Heavenly .Mutch.
New York Weekly.

Husband (Irritably) It isn't a year since
you said you believed our marriage was
made in heaven, and yet you order me
around as if I wasn't anybody.

Wife (calmly) Order is heaven's first law.
I Another Tender Heart.
j New York Weekly.

Clara Going in for charity again, are
you? What is It thl3 time.

Dora We are going to distribute cheap
copies of Beethoven's Symphonies among
the poor. Music is such an aid to diges- -

; lion, you tnow.
Vulgar Economy.

Good News.
Miss Shoddie The Hlghminds are going

to send Edith to college."
Mrs. Shoddie Huh! It desn't cost half as

CH'T OF TIII2 OlUHXARY.

Submarine masonry Is now made Impervi-
ous to water by coating it with coal tar.

The number of marriages performed
throughout the world each day Is estimated
at three thousand.

Two centuiles ago liquors, without ex-
ception, were invented and manufactured
In the monasteries.

Horso shoes of aluminium welshing but
seven ounces each are talked of for the use
of the cavalry horses In the army.

An enumeration of the population of Ag-gerh- us,

Norway, In 17C3, showed that loO
couples had been over eighty years mar-
ried.

London has more houses than Paris, New
York. Berlin and Vienna, put together, ow-
ing to the prevalence of fiats in the latter
cities.

Nearly all of the electrical Inventions, ex-
cepting the lightning rod and the telegraph,
have corns in use since the Centennial expo-
sition.

The family, with the longest known pedi-
gree is that of Confucius, which forms the
aristocracy of China. Confucius lived KO
years It. C.

Abel Is a Hebrew name, signifying vanity
cr the Vain One. It was considered very
unfortunate among the earlier Hebrews and
was rarely used.

Absalom was Hebrew, and meant the
Father of Peace. It wa3 considered un-
lucky on account of the violent death of
David's favorite sen.

In Austria at the present day the public
executioner wears a pair of new white
gloves every time he Is called upon to carry
out a capital sentence.

The Hank of Kngland manages the entire
public debt of Great Britain, and Its com-
pensation for doing so has in some years
almost equaled $1.0o0,000.

rut ten West Virginia counties have more
than twenty thousand Inhabitants, while
nineteen have less than ten thousand and
two less than five thousand.

This inscription appears in a Wisconsin
cemetery, over the grave of a woman,
written by her husband: "Tears cannot re-
store tlue, therefore I weep."

A pair of gloves passes through nearly
two hundred hands from the moment that
the skin leaves the dresser's till the time
when the gloves are purchased.

Thourh Western Australia is nearly nine
times the size of the United Kingdom. Its
population was estimated in March last atonly 5l71'), with lO.Oeo more mates than fe-
males.

Baxter, he of the "Saints' Rest." was -xi

to imprisonment so that it gave
him little uneasiness. His greatest misery
wh:n in jail was to be deprived of his
books.'

It Is reported that In Oklahoma there are
. alrerdy established 165 Methodist, 25 Bap-

tist. 21 Congrcgatlonallst, 21 Roman Catho
lic. 2i Presbyterian and 6 Lplscopal congre-
gations.

Liberia Is the only more or less civilizedcountry where clocks are almost entlrelv
dispensed with. The sun rises exactly at 6
a. m. and set3 at 6 p. m. throughout theyear, and 13 vertically overhead at noon.

In olden times the Mayor of Leicester,
England, was chosen by a sow. The candi-
dates sat in a semi-circl- e, each holding his
hatful of beans in his lap, and he was se-
lected Mayor from whose hat the sow ate
first.

An English officer named Harrington In
India discovered a working telephone be- -

A


